
Saturday 26 October 2024
Radisson Blu Gautrain Hotel, Sandton

08:30 ς 14:30

Promoting Gastroenterology for the Future.
Supported by 

Gastro Foundation 
15th Liver interest Meeting



SAGES report on academic gastro-intestinal unit survey
               SAMJ November 2004, Vol. 94, No. 11 
            

άAcademic gastro-enterology is not functioning well, research
output is down and fewer trainees are choosing it as a career
path. The South African Gastro-enterology Society (SAGES)
council felt that a composite appraisal of the national problems
ǿŀǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ L ǿŀǎ ǘŀǎƪŜŘΧΧΦΦέ

Sandie R Thomson is Professor of Surgery at the Nelson R Mandela
School of Medicine and Head of the Department of General Surgery
and the Endoscopy Unit at Addington Hospital. 





1st GI Post graduate fellows meeting 
     Spier February 2009   







 
 



Postgraduate Fellows annual meeting  
Post graduate  courses 
Hepatology Interest groups
GHASSA 
Gς ECHO
Ad boards and guidelines
AU  - Nepad
African viral hepatitis Convention May 2024
HEPBRIDGE

Over the last 18 years







GI Hepatology Interest groups
  

ÅEndoscopy

ÅIBD

ÅLiver cancer

ÅPatient blood management

ÅPaediatric GI

ÅGI/Liver histopathology 

ÅH pylori infection

ÅOesophageal ph and impedance 



9th annual Liver interest group meeting  Nov 2018 







Best of EASL ïLagos

to be held at NECA Hall, Alausa, Ikeja: Wednesday, 20 July 2016

The Gastroenterology Foundation welcomes you to attend

the Best of EuropeanAssociation for the Study of the Liver (EASL)meeting in Lagos.

Å Screening, transmission, prevention, accessto  care ïstrategies to combat 

liverdiseases

Å Approach to the patient with liver diseasesïpractical management

Å Standard evaluation of fatty liverdisease

Å Non-alcoholic fatty liver ïnewdevelopments

Å Alcoholic liver disease ïnewdevelopments

Å Hepatitis B and HBV/HIV coinfections:clinical  presentation and diagnosis

Å Hepatitis B: EASLguideline and new strategies  for cure

Å HCCscreening, diagnosis and therapy

Å Hepatitis C: therapeutic optionsin Africa

Å Hepatitis C: EASLguideline and new options

Å Approach to the patient with livercirrhosis

Å Acute-on-chronic liver failure

Å Complications of liver cirrhosis

Best of EASL ïTopics

International Speakers

Prof. Mark Thursz,  Professor of 
Hepatology,  Imperial College,
United Kingdom

Dr. Frank Tacke,  RWTH 
Aachen  University, Germany

Africa





Best of EASL : Addis Ababa

Best of AGA Post Grad Course 2016

The Gastroenterology Foundation of South Africa
 & 

The Gastroenterology Association - Ethiopia
Introducing the inaugural meeting of the sub Saharan GI-Hepatology Working Group

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
29 September ς 1  October 2016



1st SSA post graduate course for Fellows
 Addis Ababa 2016



Viral Hepatitis Advisory Committee Addis Ababa 
   2015

















Extension for Community Health Outcomes

Project ECHO

Tele-mentoring Programme

Sanjeev Arora

Founder and Director



G-ECHO   
 
ÅEndoscopy

ÅIBD

ÅLiver cancer

ÅPatient blood management

ÅPaediatric GI

ÅPathology

Å H pylori 

Å Metabolic syndrome

Å Viral hepatitis
     

     ECHO Viral hepatitis monthly

     ECHO  Gi Fellows biweekly

  



ECHO Model of Care Tele-mentoring Program

Arora S, Geppert CM, Kalishmanv S, et al: Acad Med. 2007;82:154-60

Four basic principles

1. Using technology to leverage scarce resources

2. Share best practices 

3. Employ case-based learning

4. Monitor outcomes to ensure ongoing benefit



Project ECHO

Mission
ÅTo democratize medical knowledge and get best practice care to 

underserved people all over the world

ÅVision ïto touch the lives of 1 billion people by 2025

Extension for Community Health Outcomes

Founder
Dr Sanjeev Arora,

UNM
Albuquerque





 

        
  

 

 

 
 
 

  

Prof Martin John Hale, MB ChB, LRCP(Edin), 
LRCS(Edin), LRCP&S(Glas), FC Path 
 
Prof Martin Hale is a specialist anatomical 
pathologist who has spent his entire career 
working in the public sector both in Zimbabwe 
and South Africa. He has extensive experience in 
diseases that are prevalent in sub-Saharan Africa, 
particularly infectious disease and malignancy, 
inclusive of HIV.  
 
Recently he has headed up histopathology 
support to the liver transplant unit which is the 
largest of its kind on the African continent. 
He is committed to the development of pathology 
in sub-Saharan Africa, a significant milestone 
being the successful hosting of the International 
Congress of the International Academy of 
Pathology in Cape Town, South Africa in 2012, a 
first for the African continent.  
 
Prof Hale has been involved with a number of 
collaborative research projects over the years,  
presented at numerous international meetings, 
authored and co-authored peer reviewed 
publications and book chapters and supervised a 
number of post-graduate students. He has been 
collaborating with Prof Shabir Madhi investigating 
childhood mortality, and recently, the SARS-CoV-2 
pandemic. 
 
 

G-ECHO 
A proud initiative of the Gastroenterology 

Foundation of sub Saharan Africa 
 in partnership with Project ECHO and the 

University of New Mexico 

 

 

G-ECHO PATHOLOGY 
GI Hepatology ECHO of sub Saharan Africa 

 

Thursday afternoon WEEKLY interactive case webinars  
 

HEPATOLOGY 
CLINICO-PATHOLOGICAL CASE PRESENTATIONS 

Thursday 12 November 2020  
 

Moderator: Prof Mashiko Setshedi 
 

Approach to the normal liver microanatomy 
Prof Martin Hale, Wits 

 

Case presentation 
Dr Bilal Bobat 

A 36 year old man with HIV, dysphagia and abnormal Liver Associated Enzymes 
 

 
 

 
Prof Martin Hale 

 

 
Dr Bilal Bobat 

GMT                                      14:00 
West Africa                         15:00 
Central/Southern Africa    16:00 
East Africa                            17:00 

Queries: 
Cheryl Valentine valdent@telkomsa.net 
 Karin Fenton  karin.fenton@uct.ac.za 

 

 

Please pre-register to attend 
https://echo.zoom.us/j/97629326104?pwd=S2hWNkV3K3JCWERJRHZGbmxHbXovUT09 

www.gastrofoundation.co.za 
The recordings of these webinars are available on the Gastro Foundation website 

 









20 countries in SSA
50 ς 100 participants

Beginning September 2020



Liver cancer researchin Africa

 

Lessthan 1% of ongoingclinical HCC trialsare
conducted on the continent

Lamarca A, et al. Critical Reviewsin Oncology/Hematology2016;105:65ς72





Lancet Gastrohep 6:12,971 ς 1056  Nov 2021







Feb 2024 Vol 9: 2 ; 93





Friday 1st Dec 2023
Vineyard Hotel, Cape Town

Promoting Gastroenterology for the Future.

Supported by
Gastroenterology Foundation of SSA

Metabolic syndrome interest group meeting
Steatotic liver disease  





Friday 27th October 2023
Vineyard Hotel, Cape Town

Promoting Gastroenterology for the Future.

SSA H Pylori interest group
Ad board meeting 

Supported by the Gastrofoundation of SSA





Saturday Nov 2 2024
Radisson Gautrain Sandton

Supported by the Gastrofoundation of SSA

Promoting Gastroenterology and Hepatology for the Future.

SA Hepatitis B guidelines for 2025
Ad board meeting 










