
Friday 1st Dec 2023
Vineyard Hotel, Cape Town

Promoting Gastroenterology for the Future.

Supported by
Gastroenterology Foundation of SSA

Metabolic syndrome interest group meeting
Steatotic liver disease  







Postgraduate Fellows annual meeting  
GI/Hepatology Interest groups
G - ECHO 
GHASSA
AU - Nepad
African viral hepatitis Convention May 2024

Over the last 16 years



The 14th Post graduate meeting for fellows
                 The Lord Charles Hotel Somerset West
                               17 – 19 March 2023



G-ECHO

• Endoscopy
• IBD
• Liver cancer
• Patient blood management
• Paediatric GI
• Pathology
• H pylori 
• Metabolic syndrome 

ECHO Viral hepatitis monthly
ECHO  Gi Fellows biweekly

•



Friday 27th October 2023
Vineyard Hotel, Cape Town

Promoting Gastroenterology for the Future.
Supported by

SSA H Pylori interest group
Ad board meeting 
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20 countries in SSA
50 – 100 registrations

Beginning September 2020



Liver interest group meeting Addis Ababa 2016





Lancet Gastrohep 6:12,971 – 1056  Nov 2021









Managing cirrhosis with limited resources – perspectives from SSA 

Sonderup M.W., Kamath P.S., Awuku Y.A., Desalegn H., Gogela N., Katsidzira L., Tzeuton C., Bobat B., 
Kassianides C., Spearman W.C., on behalf of the Gastroenterology and Hepatology Association of Sub-Saharan 
Africa (GHASSA) 

Submitted to Lancet Gastrohep 2023.







IHPBA
 202413 - 17 May 2024



Amb. Minata Samate Cessouma
Commissioner for Health African Union



Trustees

• Prof E Jonas

• Prof J Ramos

• Prof W Spearman

• Prof G Watermeyer

• Dr Bilal Bobat

• Prof G Dusheiko

• Prof C Kassianides

Bini Seale  - Administrator  
Bini Seale and Juliet DeSille – Cornucopia
         www.gastrofoundation.co.za

Emeritus trustees 
   Prof MC Kew (deceased)
    Prof  J Krige
    Prof S Thomson
    Prof R Ally
Patron
    Mr Adam Molai



Platinum : R5 Million and above
AstraZeneca

Takeda
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Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation

Gilead
Equity

Janssen
 Medtronic
Olympus
Sandoz

Silver : R500 0000 – R1 Million
Aspen

Colon Cancer Trust
Dr Reddy’s

Ferring
Roche

Bronze : R100 000 – R500 000
Adcock Ingram

Cipla
Litha

Novartis 

Surgical Innovations
Tecmed

Mrs N Kadji
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SSA H Pylori interest group

Comprehensive review of H pylori in SSA
              Short communication from this group

                           ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION
    Is there an African enigma and should we abolish the term ?
    Who to screen ? Asymptomatic vs Dyspeptic
    And how?  Finger prick vs POC stool test
    Who to endoscope?
    Use of the Gastropanel /Abolish the serum HP ab test?
    Use of Pepsinogen only to screen those that need Endoscopy
    Treatment Availability of Bismuth/ Can we get PYLERA?









Saturday 28 October 2023
Vineyard Hotel, Cape Town

Promoting Gastroenterology for the Future.
Supported by

IBD and Endoscopy Interest Group Meeting



1st post graduate fellows meeting at Spier 
             February 2009   



ENDOSCOPY BASE



ULTRASOUND  BASE
            POCUS



UEG week Vienna 2022







ECHO GI Fellow post graduate Bi weekly program





Accepted with revisions by   SAMJ 2023





1st

Intestinal and Hepatology Ultrasound Course
for clinicians

29-30 July 2022
Cape Town Marriott Crystal Towers Hotel, Cape Town

Supporting Gastroenterology for the Future

Supported by an educational grant from Takeda
Equipment supplied by GE, Phillips, Siemens & TecMed

Gerhard Rogler
Luc Biederman











Friday 28 July 2023
Vineyard Hotel, Cape Town

10:00 – 11:30

Advocacy ∞  Awareness  ∞ Empowerment

World Hepatitis Day Media Briefing













Endoscopy interest group meeting with GIEQS Foundation 
        Sandton June 10 2023







Kulwinder  Dua Vinay Chandrasekhara











 
ASGE GHASSA ENDOSCOPY SYMPOSIUM 

DDW WASHINGTON DC 2024 
Proposal 

 
 
 

 
 

Introduction to GHASSA    
Chris Kassianides South Africa 

 
Endoscopy capacity in SSA -  literature review 
Leolin Katsidira  - Zimbabwe 
 
Endoscopy training in SSA   
           Rwanda Wisconson and GI rising 

Hanna Aberra  - Kigali 
 

Ethiopia and the WEO  
           Hailemichel Desalegn  - Addis Ababa 
 
           Nigeria and the WGO  

Ganiyat Oyeleke  - Lagos 
 
Endoscopy training in SA – Bridging divides through cross border training  
FELLOWSHIPS GHASSA GHECHO  and GIEQs 
Vikash Lala South Africa 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 





SESSION 11

SAGES/GASTRO FOUNDATION
VENUE:
THEME: ASGE POST GRAD COURSE
CHAIRPERSON: Sandie Thomson/Vikash Lala

08:00 - 08:10

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS
GFSSA/GHASSA - Prof Kassianides
ASGE - Uzma Siddiqui/Kulwinder Dua

08:10 - 08:30

UGI bleed and Lower GI Bleed
Koushik Das, Andy Tau, Jennifer Christie

08:30 - 08:50

Atrophic gastritis/IM/gastric dysplasia
Dysphagia and reflux: workup and management
Vani Konda, Saowanee Ngamruengphong, and Ara Sahakian
Speaker

08:50 - 09:10 Commonly Encountered UGI Lesions
Dennis Yang

09:10 - 09:25 DEBATE: Barrett’s Management + Panel discussion
CUT: Peter V. Draganov ABLATE: Sachin B. Wani

09:25 - 09:35
Panel Discussion - Q&A 

09:35 - 09:50 Top 10 ways to improve your basic colonoscopy performance
Douglas K. Rex

09:50 - 10:05 Maximizing efficiency and success at polypectomy
Roy M. Soetikno

10:05 - 10:20 “Heated” Panel Debate on Polypectomy: Can Cautery Be Eliminated?
HOT - Audrey Calderwood COLD - Evelien Dekker

10:20 - 10:30 Panel discussion - Q&A

10:30 - 11:00 Tea / Brunch



SESSION 12

SAGES/GASTRO FOUNDATION
VENUE:
THEME: ASGE POST GRAD COURSE

CHAIRPERSON: Dion Levin/Adam Boutall + Chris Zaidy/Martin Brand

11:00 - 11:15 Using imaging for planning resection strategy in polypectomy
Michael Bourke, Rajesh Keswani, Tonya Kaltenbach

11:15 - 11:25 Real time endoscopic decision making for colon EMR
Tonya R. Kaltenbach 

11:25 - 11:35 Does the Data Determine Which Resection Method to Use in Polypectomy?
Rajesh N. Keswani

11:35 - 11:45 Endoscopic decision making to prevent recurrence and minimize adverse events
Michael J. Bourke

11:45 - 11:55 AI in Endoscopy 2023: How can it help your practice today
Prateek Sharma

11:55 - 12:10 Panel Discussion - Q&A

12:10 - 12:20 Biliary Stenting Pearls for Malignant vs Benign Biliary Strictures
Jeanin E. Van Hooft

12:20 - 11:30 Managing Bile Duct Stones of All Sizes
Shivangi Kothari

12:30 - 12:40 Overcoming challenges in pancreaticobiliary access
Gregory B. Haber

12:40 - 12:55 Panel discussion - Q&A 

12:55 - 13:00 Close - ASGE
Uzma Siddiqui/Kulwinder Dua

13:05 - 13:30 Close of congress
Speaker



Uplifting SSA Endoscopy

• Regional centers of excellence
• State versus private

Academic institutions
NGO and AU/NEPAD
International societies WGO/WEO
GIESQ’s

PRIVATE SECTOR



Platinum : over R5 Million
AstraZeneca

Takeda

Gold : R1 Million – R5 Million
Abbvie

Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation
Gilead
Equity

Janssen
 Medtronic
Olympus
Sandoz

Silver : R500 0000 – R1 Million
Aspen

Colon Cancer Trust
Dr Reddy’s

Ferring
Roche

Bronze : R100 000 – R500 000
Adcock Ingram

Cipla
Litha

Novartis 

Surgical Innovations
Tecmed



Trustees

• Prof E Jonas

• Prof J Ramos

• Prof W Spearman

• Prof G Watermeyer

• Dr Bilal Bobat

• Prof G Dusheiko

• Prof C Kassianides

Bini Seale  - Administrator  
Bini Seale and Juliet DeSille – Cornucopia
         www.gastrofoundation.co.za

Emeritus trustees 
   Prof MC Kew (deceased)
    Prof  J Krige
    Prof S Thomson
    Prof R Ally













GHASSA





SSA endoscopy 2023/24

• Endoscopy interest group meeting
• GHASSA/ASGE post grad course at SAGES
• 2 publications  in progress

SSA H pylori
SSA Endoscopy

• GHASSA/ASGE symposium 2024
• GIESQ’s





Endoscopy in SSA
H pylori infection





Gastro Foundation 
Endoscopy Interest Group Meeting

in association with GIEQS

Saturday 10 June 2023
Gautrain Radisson Hotel, Sandton



Inaugural Liver Interest Group meeting UCT 1999
            



SAGES report on academic gastro-intestinal unit survey
                SAMJ November 2004, Vol. 94, No. 11 
            

“Academic gastro-enterology is not functioning well, research
output is down and fewer trainees are choosing it as a career
path. The South African Gastro-enterology Society (SAGES)
council felt that a composite appraisal of the national problems
was necessary. I was tasked……..”

Sandie R Thomson is Professor of Surgery at the Nelson R Mandela
School of Medicine and Head of the Department of General Surgery
and the Endoscopy Unit at Addington Hospital. 



Geoff DusheikoGerhard Rogler

Fellows Post graduate program 2023





13th Fellows Post Graduate Course 2022
Vineyard hotel



GHASSA 2023
2023 ECCO  LECTURE GILL WATERMEYER

Copenhagen March 2023

ECHO GHASSA SYMPOSIUM LIVER CANCER
Virtual First quarter 2023

ASGE GASSA SSA ENDOSCOPY  SYMPOSIUM AT THE DDW
Chicago  May 2023 

GHASSA WORLD HEPATITIS DAY
JHB 28 July 2023

GHASSA ASGE/HEPATOLOGY POSTGRADUATE COURSE  SAGES
Pretoria  August 2023

GF SSA  GHASSA LIVER INTEREST GROUP MEETING
JHB  Dec 2023    


